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Professor of Art History  
Department of Art and Art History 
University of California, Davis 
One Shields Avenue 
Davis, CA  95616 
phone:  530-752-7801 
e-mail:  leroller@ucdavis.edu 
 
Education  
University of Pennsylvania, Ph. D., 1977; degree in Classical Archaeology 
Bryn Mawr College, M. A., 1973; degree in Classical and Near Eastern Archaeology 
American School of Classical Studies, member, 1969-70  
Bryn Mawr College, A. B. cum laude, 1969; degree in Greek 
University of Heidelberg, student, 1968-69  
 
Teaching Positions  
University of California, Davis, Assistant Professor of Classics, 1977-1984; Associate Professor 
of Classics, 1984-1995; Professor of Classics, 1995-2006; Professor of Classics and Art History, 
1999-2006; Professor of Art History, 2006-present 
 
Ursinus College, Lecturer in Classics, 1976-1977  
 
Administrative Experience 
Co-Chair, Art History, U. C. Davis, 2005-2007; January2016-June 2017 
Program Director, Classics, U. C. Davis, 1997-2000, 2001-2004 
Program Director, Women's Studies (now Women, Gender, and Sexuality Studies), U. C. Davis, 
1987- 89  
 
Trustee, American Research Center in Sofia, Bulgaria, 2004-present; Interim Board of Trustees 
Chair, 2016-present 
 
Member, Publications Committee, American School of Classical Studies, Athens, 2012-2017 
Chair, Publications Committee, American School of Classical Studies, Athens, 2013-2017 
 
Vice-President, San Francisco Chapter of the Archaeological Institute of America, 1980-83 
President, Central Pennsylvania Chapter of the Archaeological Institute of America, 1972-74 
 
Fellowships, Grants, and Honors  
Research Grant, $32,500, from the America For Bulgaria Foundation: Rock-cut Sanctuaries in 
the eastern Rhodope Mountains: the Gluhite Kamani Cult Complex, 2014-2015  
 
Research Grant, $49,525, from the America For Bulgaria Foundation: Rock-cut Sanctuaries in 
the eastern Rhodope Mountains: the Gluhite Kamani Cult Complex, 2011-2012  
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Loeb Fellowship in Classical Studies, $30,000, 2007-08. 
 
Keynote speaker, international conference on Sacred Landscapes of Anatolia, Bilkent University, 
Ankara, Turkey, October 2007. 
 
Wiseman Prize, 2002.  Archaeological Institute of America, for outstanding scholarly publication 
in the field of Mediterranean archaeology; awarded for In Search of God the Mother (University 
of California Press, 1999). 
 
Award by the Women's Classical Caucus, American Philological Association, 1998, for 
outstanding article on a topic related to women and gender, "The Ideology of the Eunuch Priest," 
Gender and the Body in the Ancient Mediterranean, ed. Maria Wyke (Blackwells, 1998): 118-35. 
 
Fellow, Davis Humanities Institute, University of California, Davis, 1989-90; 2000-01. 
 
Senior Fellow, National Endowment for the Humanities, 1992-93. 
 
Fellow, National Humanities Center, Research Triangle Park, NC, 1992-93. 
 
Visiting Scholar, Wolfson College, Oxford, spring 1993. 
 
Research Grant, American Council of Learned Societies, 1992. 
 
Research Grants, National Endowment for the Humanities, 1981-85. 
 
Visiting Scholar, American Academy at Rome, fall 1986. 
 
Research Grant, American Philosophical Society, 1983. 
 
Other Professional Experience  
Co-Director, excavation and survey project at Gluhite Kamani, Bulgaria, 2011-present 
 
Archaeologist, Gordion excavations, 1979-present 
 
Research Assistant, Gordion Project, University Museum, University of Pennsylvania, 1975-76 
 
Archaeologist, Case Western Reserve excavations, ancient Corinth, 1974, 1975  
 
Archaeologist, American School of Classical Studies excavations, ancient Corinth, 1970 
 
Publications 
1.  Books  
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 The Archaeology of Greek and Roman Cult, under contract with Cambridge University 
Press. 
 
 Incised Drawings from Early Phrygian Gordion. Gordion Special Studies 4 (University 
Museum Monograph, University of Pennsylvania, 2009).  
 

In Search of God the Mother:  the Cult of Anatolian Cybele (University of California 
Press, 1999). 
 
 The Non-verbal Graffiti, Dipinti, and Stamps. Gordion Special Studies 1 (University 
Museum Monograph, University of Pennsylvania, 1987). 
 
2.  Articles  

“Rock-cut monuments in the Rhodope Mountains: Gluhite Kamani and its Neighbours,”  
in Context and Connection: Essays on the Archaeology of the Ancient Near East in Honour of 
Antonio Sagona, edited by Atilla Batmaz, Giorgi Bedianashvili, Aleksandra Michalewicz and 
Abby Robinson. (Peeters, Orientalia Lovaniensia Analecta, Leuven, forthcoming). 
 

“Rock-Cut Monuments in Thrace and Phrygia: new perspectives from the Gluhite 
Kamani project” in G.R. Tsetskhladze (ed.), Fifth International Congress on Black Sea 
Antiquities (Oxford: Archaeopress, forthcoming). 

 
“Attitudes towards the Past in Roman Phrygia: Survivals and Revivals,” in Elizabeth 

Simpson (ed.) The Adventure of the Illustrious Scholar: Papers Presented to Oscar White 
Muscarella, (Brill Academic Publishers, Boston and Leiden, forthcoming).   
 

“Pessinus and the Phrygian Mother: The Sanctuary and its Historical Context”, in G.R. 
Tsetskhladze (ed.), Pessinus and its Regional Setting, British Archaeological Reports 
International Series (Oxford: Archaeopress, forthcoming).  
 
“Gender and Deity in the Greek World,” Oxford Encyclopedia of the Bible and Gender Studies, 
ed. Julia M. O’Brien and Davina Lopez (Oxford University Press 2014).   

 
“Phrygian Religion and Cult Practice,” in Phrygians in the land of Midas, in the Shadow 

of Monuments. ed. Taciser Tüfekçi Sivas and Hakan Sivas (Yapı Kredi Kültür Sanat Yayıncılık 
Ticaret ve Sanayi, Istanbul 2012), pp. 202-231.   

 
“Religions of Greece and Asia Minor,” in M. Salzman, ed., Cambridge History of 

Ancient Religions (Cambridge University Press, 2013), pp. 295-320.  
 

 “Gluhite Kamani: old questions and new approaches,” with G. Nekhrizov, M. Vassileva, 
J. Tzvetkova, and N. Kecheva, Thracia 20 (2012) pp. 215-233. 
 



 
 

  4 

“Phrygian Semi-Iconic Idols from Gordion,” Ancient Near Eastern Studies Supplement 
39 (2012) pp. 221-251.  

 
“Pictures in Stone: Incised Drawings on Early Phrygian Architecture,” in C. B. Rose, ed., 

Recent Research at Gordion (University Museum Monograph, University of Pennsylvania Press 
2012) pp. 101-110. 

 
“Phrygian Religion and Cult Practice,” in Phrygians in the land of Midas, in the Shadow 

of Monuments. ed. Taciser Tüfekçi Sivas and Hakan Sivas (Yapı Kredi Kültür Sanat Yayıncılık 
Ticaret ve Sanayi, Istanbul 2012), pp. 202-231.   

 
“Phrygian and the Phrygians,” in Sharon Steadman and Gregory Mc Mahon, eds., Oxford 

Handbook of Ancient Anatolia. (Oxford: Oxford University Press 2011) Chapter 25, pp. 560-578. 
 
"Graffiti on the Wooden Screens from Tumulus MM," Appendix 6, in Elizabeth 

Simpson, The Gordion Wooden Objects, Volume 1 The Furniture from Tumulus MM (Brill: 
Leiden 2010) pp. 189-195. 
 

“The Sacred Landscapes of Matar: Continuity and Change from the Iron Age through the 
Roman period,” in Sacred Landscapes in Anatolia and Neighboring Regions, ed. C. Gates, J. 
Morin, and T. Zimmermann. British Archaeological Reports. International Series 2034 (Oxford 
2009) pp. 1-10. 

 
“The Anatolian Iron Ages Conferences. A Tribute to Altan Çilingiroğlu,” in Studies in 

Honour of Altan Çilingiroğlu. A Life dedicated to Urartu, on the shores of the Upper Sea, ed.  
Haluk Sağlamtimur et al. (Istanbul: Arkeoloji ve Sanat Yayınları 2009) pp. 61-64. 

 
“Early Phrygian Sculpture: refining the chronology,” Ancient Near Eastern Studies 45 

(2008) pp. 187-198. 
 
 “Phrygian Religion and Cult Practice,” Friglerin Gizemli Uygarlığı (The Mysterious 

Civilization of the Phrygians), ed. H. Sivas and T. T. Sivas (Istanbul 2007) pp. 141-147. 
 
 “Towards the Formation of a Phrygian Iconography in the Iron Age,” Anatolian Iron 

Ages 6. The Proceedings of the Sixth Anatolian Iron Ages Colloquium held at Eskişehir, 16-20 
August 2004, ed. A. Çilingiroğlu and A. Sagona. Ancient Near Eastern Studies, Supplement 20 
(Leuven 2007), pp. 207-223. 

 
“Midas and Phrygian Cult Practice,” in Manfred Hutter / Sylvia Hutter-Braunsar (ed.): 

Pluralismus und Wandel in den Religionen im vorhellenistischen Anatolien. Akten des 
religionsgeschichtlichen Symposiums in Bonn (19.-20. Mai 2005). Alter Orient und Altes 
Testament 337 (2006), pp. 123-135.  
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“The Priests of the Mother – Gender and Place,” Proceedings of the 16th International 
Congress of Classical Archaeology, Boston, August 23-26, 2003. Common Ground: 
Archaeology, Art, Science, and Humanities, ed. Carol C. Mattusch, A. A. Donohue, and Amy 
Brauer.  (Oxbow Books, Oxford 2006) pp. 52-55. 
 

“A Phrygian Sculptural Identity?  Evidence from Early Phrygian Drawings in Iron Age 
Gordion,” Proceedings of the Fifth Anatolian Iron Ages Symposium. (British Institute of 
Archaeology, Ankara, 2005) pp. 125-130. 

 
“The Mother Goddess between Thrace and Phrygia,” Thracia 15 (Sofia 2003) 161-167. 
 
“A Latin Epitaph from Gordion,” Zeitschrift für Papyrologie und Epigraphik 141 (2002) 

pp. 215-220; co-authored with Andrew Goldman. 
 
 “The Anatolian Cult of Sabazios,” Ancient Journeys: A Festschrift in Honor of Eugene 
Numa Lane, http://www.stoa.org/lane/ (2002). 
 
 “The Phrygian Mother Goddess and her Thracian Connections,” Thrace and the Aegean. 
Proceedings of the Eighth International Congress of Thracology,  ed. A. Fol (Sofia 2002) pp. 
683-694. 
 
 "The Origin of Non-Greek Letters in the Phrygian Alphabet:  the Evidence from 
Gordion," The Asia Minor Connexion, ed. Yoël Arbeitman.  Orbis Supplementa 10 (2000) pp.  
195-204. 
 
 "Early Phrygian Drawings from Gordion and the Elements of Phrygian Artistic Style," 
Anatolian Studies 49 (1999) pp. 143-152. 
 
 "The Ideology of the Eunuch Priest," Gender and History 9 (1997) pp. 542-559.  
 

Idem, republished in Gender and the Body in the Ancient Mediterranean, ed. Maria Wyke 
(Oxford:  Blackwells, 1998) pp. 118-135. 
 
 "Reflections on the Mother of the Gods in Attic Tragedy," Cybele, Attis, and Related 
Cults. Essays in Memory of M. J. Vermaseren, ed. E. N. Lane (Leiden 1996): pp. 305-322. 
 
 "East Greek Pottery in Sicily: Evidence for Forms of Contact," in Vasi Attici ed altre 
Ceramiche coeve in Sicilia (Catania 1996) II, pp. 89-95. 
 
 "Attis on Greek Votive Monuments:  Greek God or Phrygian?" Hesperia 63 (1994) pp. 
245-262. 
 
 "The Phrygian Character of Kybele:  the Formation of an Iconography and Cult Ethos in 

http://www.stoa.org/lane/
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the Iron Age," Proceedings of the Third Anatolian Iron Ages Symposium. Ankara: British 
Institute of Archaeology, Monograph 16 (1994) pp. 189-198. 
 
 "The Great Mother at Gordion:  the Hellenization of an Anatolian Cult," Journal of 
Hellenic Studies 111 (1991) pp. 128-143. 
 
 "The Art of Writing at Gordion," Expedition 31 (1989) pp. 54-61. 
 
 "Foreign Cults in Greek Vase Painting," in Proceedings of the Third Symposium on 
Ancient Greek and Related Pottery, J. Christiansen and T. Melander, eds. (Copenhagen 1988) pp. 
506-515.  
 
 "Phrygian Myth and Cult," Source 7 (1988) pp. 43-50. 
 
 "Hellenistic Epigraphic Texts from Gordion," Anatolian Studies 37 (1987) pp. 103-133. 
 
 "The Greek View of Anatolia," Allard Pierson Series 5 (Amsterdam 1984) pp. 260-263.  
 
 "Midas and the Gordian Knot," Classical Antiquity (1984) pp. 256-271.  
 
 "The Legend of Midas," Classical Antiquity 2 (1983) pp. 299-313.  
 
 "Funeral Games for Historical Persons," Stadion 7 (1981) pp. 1-18.  
 
 "Funeral Games in Greek Art," American Journal of Archaeology 85 (1981) pp. 107-119.  
 
 "A Head of Aphrodite at Franklin and Marshall College," American Journal of 
Archaeology 79 (1975) pp. 279-281.  
 
3.  Encyclopedia Entries and Abstracts  

Routledge Encyclopedia of Ancient Mediterranean Religions, ed. E. Orlin (Routledge 
2016). Articles on: 

Galli 
Kybele 
Potn3a Theron 
Sabazios 
 
Encyclopedia of Ancient History, eds. Roger Bagnall, Kai Brodersen, Craig Champion, 

Andrew Erskine, and Sabine Huebner (Blackwell Publishing Limited, 2013).  Articles on: 
Adrasteia 
Cybele 
Dendrophoroi 
Dictynna 
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Galli 
Ma 
Megalesia 
Men 
Mother goddesses 
Mountains, sacred 
Religion, Anatolian 
Sabazius 
Taurobolium 
 
“Rock-cut Sanctuaries in the eastern Rhodope Mountains: the Glouchite Kamani Cult 

Complex,” Archaeological Institute of America Annual Meeting abstracts (January 2012).  
 
“Goddess Myths,” Oxford Encyclopedia of Women in World History, ed. Bonnie Smith 

(Oxford 2008), vol. 2, pp. 24-28. 
 

“Representational Elements of Early Phrygian Cult Reliefs,” Archaeological Institute of 
America Annual Meeting abstracts (January 2006). 

 
Encyclopedia of Religion, 2nd edition, ed. Lindsay Jones (Macmillan: Detroit 2005). Entry 

on: “Cybele,”, vol. 3, pp. 2108-2111. 
 
Holy People of the Word:  A Cross-Cultural Encyclopedia, ed. P. Jestice (ABC-Clio, 

Santa Barbara, CA, 2004). Entries on: 
“Mediterranean Religions of Antiquity and Holy People” pp. 569-573. 
“Aiakos and Aias” p. 26. 
“Aias son of Oileus” pp. 26-27. 

 
“Early Phrygian Drawings at Gordion and the Creation of a Phrygian Visual Identity,” 

American Journal of Archaeology 106 (2002) 275.  
 
 Dictionary of the History of Classical Archaeology, ed. Nancy De Grummond (Westport, 
CT, 1996). 
 Entries:  "Gustav Körte", p. 650. 
               "Mausoleum at Halikarnassos", pp. 736-737. 
               "Side", pp. 1029-1030. 

 
"Early Phrygian Drawings from Gordion," Abstracts: American Journal of Archaeology 

100 (1996) 361. 
 
 Mountains, ed. Jack D. Ives (Rodale Press, Emmaus, PA 1994) 
 Entry:  "Religion in the Mountains," p. 110. 
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 "Attis on Greek Votive Monuments:  Greek God or Phrygian?" Abstracts:  American 
Journal of Archaeology 97 (1993) 318. 
 
 "Phrygian Myth and Cult," Abstracts: American Journal of Archaeology 92 (1988) 259. 
 
 "A Hellenistic Statuette from Gordion:  Kybele among the Muses," Abstracts: American 
Journal of Archaeology 90 (1986) 209. 
 
 "Commercial Trademarks on Imported Vases at Gordion," Abstracts: American Journal 
of Archaeology 88 (1984) 257-258.  
 
 "Vase Marks from Gordion," Abstracts: American Journal of Archaeology 87 (1983) 
275-276.  
 
4.  Book Reviews  

Review of Oscar White Muscarella, Archaeology, Artifacts, and Antiquities of the 
Ancient Near East. Culture and History of the Ancient Near East, vol. 62. (Leiden: Brill 2013), 
forthcoming in Journal of the Ancient Oriental Society. 

 
Review of Baughan, E.P. Couched in Death. Klinai and Identity in Anatolia and Beyond. 

(Madison, WI and London: The University of Wisconsin Press, 2013) in Classical Review 2015. 
  

 
Review of Angelos Chaniotis (ed.), Ritual Dynamics in the Ancient Mediterranean: 

Agency, Emotion, Gender, Representation. Heidelberger althistorische Beiträge und 
epigraphische Studien (HABES), 49 (Stuttgart:  Franz Steiner Verlag, 2011) in Bryn Mawr 
Classical Reviews 2012.12.08. 

 
Review of M. Xagorari-Gleissner, Meter Theon: Die Göttermutter bei den Griechen. 

Peleus, Studien zur Archäologie und Geschichte Griechenlands und Zyperns Band 40. (Mainz 
und Ruhpolding: Verlag Franz Phlipp Rutzen 2008), in Journal of Hellenic Studies 131 (2011) 
247-248. 

Review of Nicholas D. Cahill, ed. Love for Lydia: A Sardis Anniversary Volume 
Presented to Crawford H. Greenewalt, Jr. (Archaeological Exploration of Sardis Report 4. 
Harvard University Press, Cambridge 2008), in American Journal of Archaeology 114, no. 4 
(2010) http://www.ajaonline.org/pdfs/book_reviews/114.4/05_L.%20Roller.pdf. 

Review of  Catherine M. Draycott, Geoffrey D. Summers, Kerkenes Special Studies 1: 
Sculpture and Inscriptions from the Monumental Entrance to the Palatial Complex at Kerkenes 
Dag, Turkey. With a contribution by Claude Brixhe and Turkish summary by G. Bike Yazicioglu. 
Oriental Institute Publications 135. (Chicago:  The Oriental Institute of the University of 
Chicago, 2008), in Bryn Mawr Classical Reviews 07.18 (2009).  
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Review of Mark Munn, The Mother of the Gods, Athens, and the Tyranny of Asia 

(Berkeley, Los Angeles, and London: University of California Press 2006), in Classical 
Philology 103.2 (2008) pp. 195-200. 

 
Review of The Archaeology of Midas and the Phrygians. Recent Work at Gordion, Lisa 

Kealhofer, editor (University of Pennsylvania Museum of Archaeology and Anthropology, 
Philadelphia 2005), in American Journal of Archaeology 110 (2006) pp. 529-530. 

 
Review of Philippe Borgeaud, Mother of the Gods. From Cybele to the Virgin Mary.  

Originally published as La Mère des dieux: De Cybele à la Vierge Marie (The Johns Hopkins 
University Press, 2004), in Bryn Mawr Classical Reviews 05.48 (2005).  
 
 Review of Greek Mysteries: the Archaeology and Ritual of Ancient Greek Secret Cults, 
edited by M. Cosmopoulos (Routledge:  London 2003), in American Journal of Archaeology 108 
(2004) pp. 288-289. 
 

Review of M. G. Lancelotti, Attis between Myth and History:  King, Priest, and God 
(Brill 2001), in Bryn Mawr Classical Reviews 8.5 (2003).  
 
 Review of Anatolian Votive Steles, by T. Drew-Bear, C. Thomas, and M. Yildizturan 
(Ankara 1999), in American Journal of Archaeology 105 (2001) pp. 368-369. 
 

Review of  The Eye Expanded:  Life and the Arts in Greco-Roman Antiquity, ed. F. 
Titchener and R. Moorton (University of California Press, Berkeley and Los Angeles 1999), in 
Bryn Mawr Classical Reviews 99.10.31 (1999). 
 
 Review of R. Osborne, Greece in the Making, 1200-479 BC (Routledge, London and 
New York 1996), in Bryn Mawr Classical Reviews 9.5 (1998) 472-476. 
 
 Review of M. Brosius, Women in Ancient Persia (Oxford 1996), in Bryn Mawr Classical 
Reviews (1996). 
 
 Review of Anatolian Iron Ages. Proceedings of the Second Anatolian Iron Ages 
Colloquium, A. Çilingiroğlu and D. H. French, editors.  British Institute of Archaeology at 
Ankara Monograph  13 (1991), in American Journal of Archaeology 98 (1994) pp. 782-783. 
 
 Review of H. A. Shapiro, Art and Cult under the Tyrants in Athens (Mainz 1989), in 
American Journal of Archaeology 95 (1991) p. 352. 
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