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THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN ART AND THE
ENLIGHTENMENT IS POLEMICAL. Often rational and

orderly, art of this period was also wildly hubristic, overambitious,

even antithetical to the tenets of the Enlightenment. Mark Ledbury’s
“Painting, Ambition, and Enlightenment” and Amy Freund’s “Men,
Dogs, and Guns: Painting Against the Enlightenment” explore the
tensions of the genre, offering new insight into the aesthetics of history
painting and hunting art in the Age of the Enlightenment.
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