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CATHERINE MURPHY’s drawings, prints and oil paintings, 
created through direct observation, are detailed depictions of 
people, objects and spaces often rendered at a scale larger 
than the original. Her work is in The Art Institute of Chicago, 
The Fine Arts Museums of San Francisco, The Metropolitan 
Museum of Art, the Museum of Fine Arts, Boston, and The 
Museum of Modern Art collections. 

KAREN WILKIN has written extensively and curated exhibitions 
on Stuart Davis, David Smith, Kenneth Noland, Helen 
Frankenthaler, Giorgio Morandi, Hans Hofmann, Fairfield Porter 
and Wayne Thiebaud. 

Catherine Murphy, Comforter, 2007.

Karen Wilkin

Now in its third year, this endowed lecture is named for Betty Jean and Wayne Thiebaud.  
The endowment honors the Thiebauds’ long commitment to educating the eye and hand 
along with the mind. Deeply involved with the visiting artist program they helped establish, 
Wayne and Betty Jean encouraged exchanges between the East and West Coasts, and the 
endowment enhances the department’s ability to invite nationally known artists, critics and 
curators to the Davis campus.
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FEBRUARY 22, 2019
4 – 7 PM        
FREE
Jan Shrem and Maria Manetti Shrem 
Museum of Art, Community 
Education Room 
UC Davis
Reception at 6 p.m. following 
presentations and discussion Speakers: 

AMY FREUND
Associate Professor 
Kleinheinz Family Endowed Chair in Art History
Southern Methodist University

MARK LEDBURY
Power Professor of Art History 
    and Visual Culture 
Director of the Power Institute 
University of Sydney

THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN ART AND THE 
ENLIGHTENMENT IS POLEMICAL. Often rational and 
orderly, art of this period was also wildly hubristic, overambitious, 
even antithetical to the tenets of the Enlightenment. Mark Ledbury’s 
“Painting, Ambition, and Enlightenment” and Amy Freund’s “Men, 
Dogs, and Guns: Painting Against the Enlightenment” explore the 
tensions of the genre, offering new insight into the aesthetics of history 
painting and hunting art in the Age of the Enlightenment. 
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